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plan physically, but They have sometimes arranged
matters so that some of Their elder pupils can draw round
themselves a group of the younger ones, and attend to
them individually, much as a gardener would deal with his
plants, raying upon them day and night the influences
needed to awaken certain qualities or strengthen weak
points. The older pupil rarely receives direct instructions
with regard to this work ; though now and then the Master
may make some remark or comment.

The fact that the pupils are together in a group also
assists their progress; they are influenced in common by
high ideals, and this hastens the growth of desirable
characteristics. It is probably inevitable in the course
of karmic law that one who is aspiring shall be brought
into contact with someone more advanced than himself.
and receive much benefit through his ability to respond to
him ; and generally the Master does not advance or raise
any person unless he has been with an older pupil who can
guide and help him, though there are exceptions, and each
Master has His own way of dealing with His pupils. Thus
the aspirant is trained and makes rapid progress under the
guidance of some senior pupil of his Master.

Q. Now what is the work to be accomplished by one
who enters on the Probationary Path? What is the life
of the disciple in its early stages ?

Ans. The work is entirely moral and mental, and the
probationer has to bring himself up to the point when he
will tc meet his Master face to face ". He now finds that
there are certain qualifications laid down for the treading
of the Probationary Path, the Path of Purification of the
Christian Church, and that he has to acquire them not
by a vague wish, but by daily meditation and practice
in life.